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Housing Study

 Population 3352 

 Major Employers Valley Queen Cheese, Dakota Granite, Big Stone 
Power Plant, United Hardware Warehouse, Avera Medical Center, 
Milbank School District

 496 Milbank Workers Commute more than 20 min of those 193 are 
over 30 min

 66% of the People that work in Milbank Don’t Live in Milbank

 95% of the People that Left Grant County were 35-44 years old

 110 Married couples with children left Grant County from 2000-2010

 Current Milbank Employers are looking to expand jobs by 125 
positions in the next few years



Work with Individual Developers

 Developing system by which we can facilitate lower development 

costs through cost sharing utility and street improvements

 Worked with Developer to remove development land from the 

floodplain



Home Address Plus

 Developed a diverse core group of interested community leaders

 Conducted extensive planning sessions

 Developed goals and potential strategies to address the community 

housing needs.

 Held a public meal and brainstorming session

 Developed community focus groups to further develop and solve 

problems that were identified



Housing Rehab Project
The Rehab Story

 Home was in need of major 
repair

 Home was owned by SD Housing 

through a foreclosure

 Worked with SD Housing to 
purchase the property at a 

reduced rate

 Worked with local contractors to 

receive rock bottom prices

 Worked with realtors and 

suppliers to reduce cost

 WE OWNED IT FOR 7 MONTHS



Housing Rehab Project
Project Budget

Purchase $16,817.46
Utilities $2,576.56

Insurance $890.19

Reconstruction $58,834.01

Other $700.00
Closing Cost $5009.85

Total Expense $84,828.07

Sale Price $87,700.00

Profit $2,871.93



RFI/RFP

 Economic Development, the city, and local landowners are working 

together

 ED and City sending out an RFI to generate interest in 5 different 

properties in the city.

 Properties range from small 3 acre parcels to 20 acre developments

 Owners ranges from Nonprofit hospital board to private ownership



What We Need

 List Generated by SD Housing identifying the foreclosures by area

 Permanent and on going funding for Building South Dakota

 Retain Local Control of TIF process

 Maintain Bulldoze, Build and Beautify Grant Program

 Establish a locally controlled Ready Fund for Housing Specific 

Projects



Goals for Summer Study

 Develop Legislation to clearly define when Residential Development 

is also Economic Development with respect to TIFs

 Develop Legislation to Direct SD Housing to Create a Ready Fund 

controlled by Local Authorities.

 Secure a plan for the on going funding of Building South Dakota


